FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE BIBLE WORTH KNOWING.
The Wonder of the Ancient World - As modern as Today!
1. The Bible is SCIENTIFICALLY ACCURATE. Astronomers have read with awe its revelations of the universe which have been “proved” only in modern times.  Job, over 3,000 years ago, wrote of the earth hanging on nothing.  See Job 26:7; also, Isaiah 40:22. These astronomical facts were stated long before man’s ability through inventions to prove these matters. In fact, the ancient Greeks, renowned by many as being the cleverest among the ancient peoples, were completely wrong in their astronomical scientific data (that the world was supported by Atlas, the sun travelling in underground tunnels at night etc). Even though these Grecian myths were made long after the Biblical statements, the Bible has now been proved to be scientifically accurate. The amazing historical, geographical and scientific accuracy of the Bible is continually being reaffirmed and is yet another pointer to the Divine authorship of the Scriptures.

2. Its miraculous UNITY attests to its single divine authorship. About 40 men wrote 66 books on varying subjects. They wrote from different localities at different times of the world’s history. Some of them lived 1500 years apart. These Bible writers were shepherds, kings, preachers, fishermen, soldiers and physicians. Yet their writings fit harmoniously together as one coherent whole.

3.  Like an impregnable Rock of Gibraltar, the Bible CANNOT BE DESTROYED.  Men have tried.  Celsus, the second century philosopher, with his brilliant genius, Lucien, with his keen satire, Ingersoll, and Voltaire have all tried and failed. Today the attack upon it is more subt1e but the result will be the same. “The Word of the Lord endures forever.” (1 Peter 1:24, 25).

4. Despite its great age, it is still MODERN and up to date. It speaks to the head and the heart of men and women in this century as much as it did 1,900 years ago.. It remains the world’s best seller. From Britain alone a copy of the Bible is being printed every three seconds by the British and Foreign Bible Society.

5. But the greatest fact of all lies in its POWER TO CHANGE THE LIVES of men and women.  Today the Bible is available to all, but in the past, men have been prepared to die in order that this priceless heritage might be passed on. Through such people as the Waldenses hidden among the mountains of North Italy, the Lord has preserved His Word that we may know the meaning behind the tremendous events taking place in the world today. But, above all, He has preserved it that we might become acquainted with the Man of the Book, for Jesus Christ is its theme. In the Old Testament we read of the Messiah who is coming to suffer, die and rise again. The Gospels announce that He has come, and then in the concluding epistles the theme continues with the proclamation that Jesus is coming again in power and great glory to put an end to pain, suffering and death, and to usher in the “Kingdom of Glory.’

The Development of the Bible.

The 66 books comprising Holy Writ are divided into two principal groups for purposes of reference. The first 39 are called the “Old Testament”, because they were composed before the birth of Jesus Christ. The last twenty-seven are known as the “New Testament”, because they were written after the Saviour was born. The New Testament contains many quotations from, and numerous references to the Old Testament.  In fact it is impossible to divide these two sections of the Bible from one another, for they both depend upon and constantly refer to the other section, the Old Testament and New Testament become one integral whole, Christ Himself included the Old Testament as part of the Scriptures with the New Testament. (Luke 24:25-27, 44-45).

The original books were written mostly in Hebrew in the Old Testament or in Greek in the New, and the words were joined to each other. No punctuation was used. As the centuries went by, faithful hand-written copies were made with extraordinary care (as the Dead Sea Scroll discovery confirms), and also translations were made into other languages such as Caedman’s Anglo-Saxon Testament, Latin Vulgate etc.
The oldest reasonably complete Greek manuscripts are the three codices Sinaiticus, Alexandrinus and Vaticanus. The first two are in the British Museum and are available for careful examination and study.

In 1320 Wycliffe, the “morning star” of the Reformation, made the first translation into English. Two hundred years later in 1525, Tyndale printed the first English New Testament, and then in 1551 the Bible was for the first time divided into verses.

It was in 1611 that by the authority of King James, the much loved Authorised Version was given to the world. During the following 2½ centuries more manuscripts, older than those used before, were discovered, enlarging the proof of the Bible’s validity.  More recent versions have since been made with the discovery of other manuscripts, but the text is always essentially the same.

Is it any wonder that the Bible has been called ‘the book of books.’?
