THE BIBLE SPANS HISTORY

“The Drama of the Manuscripts.” -  Including extra details relative to Britain.

Short chronological notes.
DATE

A.D.

Approx.30 
*Jesus Christ refers to the Old Testament as “the Scriptures.”  “Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” - Luke 24:25-27.  The apostles frequently do likewise.

50 — 96
*The 27 New Testament Books written.

100 
*First Bible copies in Britain become the foundation of the early CELTIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

100 — 254 
*Early writers, both Christian and those of Hellenistic semi-pagan belief, quote extensively from both the New and Old Testament scriptures, thus proving the Bible’s obvious presence and authenticity.  Such men as Polycarp, Clement, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Irenaeus and Origen.

303
*Roman Emperor Diocletian’s persecution of Christians particularly fierce.  The Scriptures carefully preserved especially in the north and east African and Celtic church of Britain.

303 

*Alban martyred for the Christian faith in Britain.

314 

*Three leaders of the British Church represent Christianity at the Council of Arles

330 
*CODEX SINAITICUS.  The oldest known Bible manuscript.  Destined to be consigned to the flames, but rescued with difficulty by Prof. C. Tischendorf 1844/59.  Presented to the Emperor of Russia and finally purchased from the Russian Communist Government in 1933 for £100,000.  It is now in the British Museum Library.  Likely to be one of the fifty manuscripts of the Septuagint prepared in A.D.331.

380
*CODEX VATICANUS: Contains most of the Old Testament written in Greek and the New Testament to Hebrews 9:14.

382 — 405
*Jerome revised the old Latin translation of the Greek Septuagint (LXX).  He then made a new translation from the original into Latin, which was called the “Vulgate”.  It is however only a translation and contained many acknowledged errors.  The Rheims Version (R.C.) of 1582 and Douay of 1609 are further translations of Jerome’s Vulgate.

450 *CODEX ALEXANDRINUS.  Contains most of the Old Testament as well as the New Testament.  This is now in the British Museum Library.

680 

*Caedmon translates portions of the Scripture in Anglo-Saxon.

735

*Bede translates the Gospel of John.

876
*King Alfred the Great translates the 10 Commandments and other central portions of the Scriptures.

100 — 1200 
*Many copies of the Bible were produced by the British CELTIC church by Columba, Aiden, Patrick and Aedfrith at Iona, Lindisfarne, Bangor etc.  Largely destroyed at the instigation of Augustine in 601 together with the great library of the Celtic church at Bangor, the collection of the ages was left in smoking ruins.

With this destruction of Bibles, at the instigation of Augustine and his monks, Roman Christendom included a massacre of 1200 British ministers and teachers of the British Celtic Church.  The latter declared that they followed the Bible rather than foreign traditions often drawn from a compromise of paganism and Christianity.  Although this destruction was a great hindrance to the Bible’s progress in Britain, the Celtic Church still managed to produce smaller quantities of Bibles.

1378 – 82
*JOHN WYCLIFFE’S First English translation of the Bible, hand-written upon vellum — circulated and taught by the Lollards.

1438 
*Wycliffe condemned by the great Roman Church which followed traditions rather than the Scriptures.  His body dug from the grave and burnt with the Bibles.

1441

*Invention of Printing by Gutenberg.

1516

*Publication of Erasmus’ Greek New Testament.

1522

*Luther’s translation of Bible into German spurs on the work of bringing the Bible

to the people of Britain in their own tongue.

1524 *Tyndale forbidden to translate the Scripture into English and forced to flee abroad.

1525 - 6
*First copies of Tyndale’s printed English New Testament reach England. Burnt

publicly by the Roman Church.

1535

*More Bibles circulated.

1536

*Tyndale taken and condemned by traditional Roman Church.  Strangled and body

burnt at Vilvorde, Belgium. Tyndale’s last words: “Lord, Open the King of England’s eyes.”

1534

*Act of Supremacy. Papal political power ended in England.

1535

*First complete printed English Bible by Coverdale.

1537
* “Coverdale’s” and “Matthew’s” Bible published with King Henry VIII’s authority in England. Tyndale’s prayer for Royal help in printing Bibles answered.

1539

* “Great Bible” by efforts of Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell ordered by the King to be

set up in every Parish Church.

1547 — 1553   *Edward VI. Enlightened young man encourages Bible study.  In his reign 35 editions of
 the New Testament and 13 of whole Bible were published.

1553 — 1558
*The persecution of Queen Mary I.  Bible a forbidden book.  400 burnings and deaths by 
torture rather than surrender Bible principles.

1558

* Elizabeth 1st ascends the English throne.

1560

* The Geneva Bible, by Protestant exiles, published.

1568

* The “Bishop’s” Bible.

1582

* First Roman translation from Vulgate into English of New Testament with directions

ensuring only a Roman interpretation, printed at Rheims.

1609

* Ditto — Old Testament printed at Douay.

1611
* The “Authorised” Version — plain yet beautiful.  Carefully prepared using best chrono1ogical methods to ensure correct meaning.

1881 —1888
* The Revised Version. Modern speech edition.

1961

* New English Bible. Modern speech edition.
In Matthew 24 verse 35 Jesus said,
“Heaven and Earth shall pass away, but My Words shall N0T pass away.”

 “The Greatest Manuscript Discovery of all Time”

In 1947, by the shores of the Dead Sea, about 7 miles from Jericho, occurred the “greatest manuscript discovery of all time” (Professor Albright).  Ancient Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek writings, many of them books from the Old Testament, were brought to light in great numbers.

WHO PUT THEM THERE?

The Essenes were a religious sect of the Jews (like the Pharisees and Sadducees) who had a religious community at Qumran the site of the caves.  The remains of their settlement have been unearthed and by means of coins and other objects discovered, we can say that they occupied the spot until A.D.68.  In that year Vespasian set out from Caesarea with his Roman army, to complete the conquest of Palestine and on the second day of the month Daisios, took Jericho.  Hearing of the approach of the Romans, the Essenes hastily secreted their precious library in the nearby cliffs and fled.  There is no evidence of their ever returning. Qumran was used briefly for a quartering place for Roman troops — in fact coin discoveries indicate that Titus’ famous Tenth Legion involved in the fall of Jerusalem, spent some time here.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISCOVERY

It is clear from the Qumran excavations that none of the manuscripts can be later than A.D.68, and many are considerably earlier.  The science of palaeography and the Carbon 14 tests also confirm this.  This means that the manuscripts of the Old Testament are older by 1, 000 years than the hitherto earliest ones known.  Despite the fact that, in one jump, we are moved 1,000 years closer to the writers of the Old Testament, we find that the Bible we have today agrees in all detail with the old manuscripts.  There have been no additions or errors along the way!

C0NTENTS OF DEAD SEA SCROLLS

Cave one produced the only complete scrolls so far found - the great scroll of Isaiah, 22ft long.  There were large pieces of 7 other scrolls and hundreds of fragments of 40 other manuscripts.  About one—third of the manuscripts were of Old Testament writings and two-thirds of other works.  Cave 4, found in 1952, yielded the most material.  About 100,000 fragments, ranging in size from a postage-stamp to a foolscap sheet, came to light. Cave 4’s contents had simply been laid on the ground, and thus were subject to chemical action of the soil and damage by rats and ants.  Cave one’s scrolls had been mostly placed in large pottery jars, thus being better preserved.  Most of the scrolls were written either on leather or parchment.

