
HOW TO UNDERSTAND AND STUDY THE BIBLE

The Bible is not difficult to understand, but there are certain basic points to remember.  Many times, a humble, prayerful, simple and consecrated man can understand the Bible far better than a greater intellect that is proud and worldly.  The reason is that since the Scriptures were given by the Holy Spirit, it is only by the Spirit that they are revealed. Sheer intellect cannot master God’s Book.  The prayerfully requested aid of the Author, God, is necessary if we are to comprehend more fully the divine meanings.

1. REALISE IT IS INSPIRED: - “All Scripture is given by inspiration.” 2 Timothy 3:16

2. DIVINE AID NECESSARY: - “Then opened He their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures.” Luke 24:45.

3. PRAY FOR GUIDANCE: - Psalm 119:18

4. OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD TRUTH: - John 8:31, 32; Matthew 22:29; 2 Timothy 3:7

5. HOLY SPIRIT IS PROMISED TO HELP US: - Proverbs 1:23

6. NO PRIVATE INTERPRETATION: - 2 Peter 1:20

7. RIGHTLY DIVIDE SCRIPTURE: - 2 Timothy 2:15

Compare Isaiah 61:1, 2 and Luke 4:17—20. Christ read from the former reference but stopped in the middle of what is now verse 2 for the simple reason that the remainder of the text did not apply at that time.

Notice how the Holy Spirit interprets a difficult text in Hosea 11:1 and applies it to Christ, see Matthew 2:15.

8. COMPARE SCRIPTURE: - 1st Corinthians 2:13; Isaiah 28:9, 10
Bring all the texts on any one subject together so that they present the whole picture. Note how Christ did this, Luke 24:27, 44. One text becomes a key to unlock the meaning of another, e.g.:-

Luke 21:5—7 — tell us some people asked regarding the signs of the end.

Matthew 24:3 — it was Christ’s disciples
Mark 13:3, 4 — who were Peter, John, James and Andrew.
In another example compare:-

Psalm 50:3—5 — “Our God shall come and shall not keep silence.”

1 Thessalonians 4:16 — “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout — voice of archangel — trump of God.”

Again note that Isaiah 66:15 tells us the Lord will come with His chariots like a whirlwind.  Compare this with Psalm 68:17 and Matthew 25:31 where we learn that the “chariots” are His angels and when the Lord returns, all the angels accompany Him.

9. WHAT SHOULD BE OUR ATTITUDE: - John 7:17

 
“If any man will do His will he shall know of the doctrine.”
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