BRIEF CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS





OLD TESTAMENT


GENESIS.	Describes Creation; history of the ancient world, and the steps taken by God to aid mankind.


EXODUS.	The history of Israel’s departure from Egypt; the giving of the ETERNAL MORAL LAW — the principles of heaven written by God for man’s guide. The Tabernacle plans.


LEVITICUS			Ceremonial law. (Ended at Calvary).


NUMBERS.			The census of the people; the wanderings in the wilderness.


DEUTERONOMY.		The laws repeated; death of Moses.


JOSHUA. 			The conquest and partition of Canaan.


JUDGES.			The history of the nation from Joshua to Samson.


RUTH.				The ancestors of the royal family of Judah.


1 SAMUEL. 			The nation during the judgeship of Samuel, and the reign of King Saul.


2 SAMUEL.			The reign of David.


1 & 2 KINGS. 	The Books of Kings form only one book in the Hebrew manuscripts. They contain the history of the nation from David’s death and Solomon’s accession to the destruction of the kingdom of Judah and the desolation of Jerusalem, with a supplemental notice of the liberation of Jehoiachin from his prison at Babylon, twenty six years later; comprehend the whole time of the Israelite monarchy, exclusive of the reigns of Saul and David.


THE BOOKS OF CHRONICLES,  are so-called as being the record made by the appointed historiographers of 


the kingdoms of Judah and Israel; the official histories of those kingdoms.


EZRA. 	Return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity, and of the rebuilding of the temple. 


NEHEMIAH. 	Further account of the rebuilding of the temple and city of Jerusalem, and of the obstacles encountered and overcome.


ESTHER. 	Jewess who becomes Queen of Persia, and saves the Jewish people from destruction, God’s preservation of the ancestry of Christ.


JOB. 				The trials and patience of a holy man of Edom. Gives reason for suffering.


PSALMS.			Collection of sacred poems intended for the use in worship. Chiefly the


productions of David.


PROVERBS. 			The inspired wisdom of Solomon.


ECCLESIASTES. 		A poem respecting the vanity of earthly things.


SOLOMON’S SONG.		An allegory relating to the church.


ISAIAH. 			Prophecies respecting Christ and His kingdom. A compact Gospel of Salvation.


JEREMIAH.	Prophecies and reasons for the captivity of Judah, its sufferings, and the overthrow of its enemies.


LAMENTATIONS.	Utterance of Jeremiah’s sorrow upon the capture of Jerusalem, and the destruction of the temple.


EZEKIEL. 			Messages of warning and comfort to the Jews in their captivity.


DANIEL. 	Some of the occurrences of the captivity, and a series of vital prophecies concerning Christ’s First and Second Advent.


HOSEA.			Prophecies relating to Christ and the latter days.


JOEL.	Prediction of woes upon Judah, and of the favour with which God will receive penitent people. Prophecies concerning latter days.


AMOS.	Prediction that Israel and other neighbouring nations will be punished by conquerors from the north, and of the fulfilment of the Messiah’s kingdom.


OBADIAH.	Prediction of the desolation of Edom, JONAH. Prophecies relating to Nineveh, Assyria.


MICAH. 	Predictions relating to the invasions of Shalmaneser and Sennacherib, the Babylonian captivity, the establishment of a theocratic kingdom in Jerusalem, and the birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem.


NAHUM.			 Prediction of the downfall of Assyria.


HABAKKUK.			 Prediction of the doom of literal Babylon.


ZEPHANIAH. 			 Prediction of the overthrow of Judah for its idolatry and wickedness.


HAGGAI.			 Prophecies concerning the rebuilding of Temple.


ZECHARIAH.	 Prophecies relating to the rebuilding of Temple and the coming  Messiah.


MALACHI.	 Prophecies relating to the calling of the Gentiles and the coming of Christ.


“Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the Present Truth.”	2 Peter 1:l2.





NEW TESTAMENT


MATTHEW.			Brief history of the life of Christ.


MARK.	Brief history of the life of Christ, adding incidents omitted by Matthew.


LUKE.	History of the life of Christ, with especial reference to His most important acts and discourses.


JOHN. 	Life of Christ, giving other important discourses not related by the other Evangelists.


ACT 0F THE APOSTLES.	History of the labours of the Apostles and of the foundation of the Christian Church.


ROMANS.			Treatise by Paul on the doctrine of justification by Christ.


CORINTHIANS 1.	A letter from Paul to the Corinthians, correcting errors into which they had fallen.  God’s eternal principles confirmed.


CORINTHIANS 2.	Paul confirms his disciples in their faith, and vindicates his own actions.


GALATIANS.	Paul maintains that we are justified by faith and not by Rites and ceremonies.


EPHESIANS. 			Treatise by Paul on the power of Divine Grace.


PHILIPPIANS.			Paul sets forth the beauty of Christian kindness.


COLOSSIANS. 		Paul warns Christians against errors, and exhorts to certain duties.


THESSALONIANS 1. 	Paul exhorts Christians to continue in the faith and in holy conversation.


THESSALONIANS 2.	Paul corrects an error concerning the speedy coming of Christ the second time. (Second Advent).


TIMOTHY 1 & 2.	Paul instructs Timothy in the duty of a Pastor, and encourages him in the work of the ministry.


TITUS.				Paul encourages Titus in the performance of his ministerial duties.


PHILEMON. 	An appeal to a converted master to receive a converted slave with kindness.


HEBREWS.	Paul maintains that Christ is the substance of the ceremonial law. Important thoughts for Christians presented.


JAMES.	A treatise on the efficacy of faith united with good works. The relationship and necessity of both in a Christian.


PETER 1 & 2.	Exhortations to a Christian life, with various warnings and predictions. End of world, etc.


JOHN 1.	Respecting the person of Christ, and an exhortation to Christian love and conduct.


JOHN	2.			John warns a converted lady against false teachers.


JOHN	3.			A letter to Gaius, praising him for his hospitality.


JUDE.				Warnings against deceivers.


THE REVELATION. 	The future of the Church foretold right down the centuries until the return of Christ in great power and glory.





THE LIVING WORD


“Countless volumes have been written on this theme without exhausting it, and witnesses to the Bible still multiply. The mighty Past is speaking. God is bringing forth its testimony. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, have broken the silence of the ages. The mouldering monuments, the buried cities, the sandy deserts, the sculptured rocks, have found a voice. Sinai and Petra, Horeb and Hermon, echo the sacred oracles. Memphis and Tyre, Palmyra and Nineveh, have risen from their graves. The painted papyrus, the pictured walls, the stony tablets, the rusted medals and coins, bring forth their testimony. The ruins, the rivers, the mountains and the seas cry out, 


“THY WORD IS TRUTH.”


And the living bear witness as well as the dead. The Samaritan still lingers at Sychar; the Jew still wanders in every land. The church of Christ still lives, and spreads throughout the world. The Gospel still regenerates. The promised Spirit still sanctifies, and witnesses in Christian hearts. In a word, history and experience confirm the scriptures, and assure us that through the prophets of the Old Testament and the apostles of the New, and above all through His Son, God Himself has spoken to us; and that the word which He has spoken liveth and abideth forever.”


H.Grattan Guinness, D.D.


THE TRUE STANDARD OF CHRISTIANITY


“The Bible, the whole Bible, nothing but the Bible, is the standard and the rule of Christianity. To know its meaning for ourselves, to receive its teaching, to rely on its promises, to trust in its Redeemer, to obey Him from delight of love, and to refuse to follow other teaching, is Christianity itself.”


               - T.W.Medhurst, in “The Fundamentals,” Vol.Xl, p.103.


