
NEW TESTAMENT FIGURES CITED BY NON-CHRISTIAN WRITERS 

AND/OR CONFIRMED THROUGH ARCHAEOLOGY 
 

Person NT Citation Non-Christian Source(s)* 

Jesus many citations Josephus, Tacitus, Pliny the Younger, 

Phlegon, Thallus, Suetonius, Lucian, Celsus, 

Mara Bar-Serapion, and The Jewish Talmud 

Agrippa I Acts 12:1-24 Philo, Josephus 

Agrippa II Acts 25:13-26:32 coins, Josephus 

Ananias Acts 23:2; 24:1 Josephus 

Annas Luke 3:2; John 18:13, 24; 

Acts 4:6 

Josephus 

Aretas 2 Cor. 11:32 Josephus 

Bernice (wife of Agrippa II) Acts 23: 13 Josephus 

Caesar Augustus Luke 2:1 Josephus and others 

Caiaphas several citations ossuary, Josephus 

Claudius Acts 11:28; 18:2 Josephus 

Drusilla (wife of Felix) Acts 24:24 Josephus 

Egyptian false prophet Acts 21:38 Josephus 

Erastus Acts 19:22 inscription 

Fe ix Acts 23:24-25:14 Tacitus, Josephus 

Gallio Acts 18:12-17 Inscription 

Gamaliel Acts 5:34; 22:3 Josephus 

Herod Antipas Matt. 14:1-12; 

Mark 6:14-29; Luke 3:1; 

23:7-12 

Josephus 

Herod Archelaus Matt. 2:22 Josephus 

Herod the Great Matt. 2:1-19; Luke 1:5 Tacitus, Josephus, 

Herod Philip I Matt. 14:3; Mark 6:1 7 Josephus 

Herod Philip II Luke 3:1 Josephus 

Herodias Matt. 14:3; Mark 6:17 Josephus 

Herodias’s daughter 

(Salome) 

Matt. 14:1-12; 

Mark 6:14-29 

Josephus 

fames several citations Josephus 

John the Baptist several citations Josephus 

Judas the Galilean Acts 5:37 Josephus 

Lysanias Luke 3:1 inscription, Josephus 

Pilate several citations inscription, coins, Josephus, Philo, Tacitus 

Quirinius Luke 2:2 Josephus 

Porcius Festus Acts 24:27-26:32 Josephus 

Sergius Paulus Acts 13:6-12 inscription 

Tiberius Caesar Luke 3:1 Tacitus, Suetonius, Paterculus, Dio Cassius, 

Josephus 
*This listing is not an exhaustive compilation of non-Christian references – and there could be more citations of 

these New Testament figures not only in these source but also in other non-Christian sources. 

 


